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ABSTRACT 

A study was conducted at Miami-Dade Community College 
(M~DCC) , in Florida, to measure the preparedness of Dade County 
Public School (DCPS) graduates for the state's community colleges and 
universities. Data was compiled from Basic Skills Tests taken by all 
f irst-t ime-in-col lege students attending Florida community colleges 
and universities during academic years 1991-92 and 1992-93. The 
analysis showed that the proportion of DCPS test-takers passing the 
mathematics, reading, and writing sections of the skills test 
decreased from 42.57. in 1991 to 39.47. in 1992, while the number of 
students not ready in all three areas increased 9.5^, from 4,097 in 
1991 to 4,448 in 1992. Moreover, DCPS pass rates were lower than 
rates in the rest of the state for both years. Approximately 76% of 
the DCPS graduates attended MDCC, with the number of unprepared DCPS 
graduates at the college increasing by 113 in mathematics, 416 in 
writing, 453 in reading, and 346 in all subjects from 1991 to 1992. 
Given the institutional cost per credit hour for college prep courses 
of $57.10 in 1993, it is estimated that the underprepar ed DCPS 
graduates alone would add between $224,289. and $448,578 to the cost 
of education at MDCC during 1992-93. Finally, analyses by race and 
ethnicity also indicated that DCPS graduates in all categories 
performed worse than their counterparts in the state. (KP) 
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This report continues to monitor the preparedness of Dade County Public School (DCPS) 
graduates for Florida's Community Colleges and Universities. Data are based on the 
Basic Skills Tests taken by all fint-time-in-college (FTIQ students attending Florida's 
Community Colleges and Universities during the academic years 1991-92 and 1992-93. 

The number of DCPS graduates with standard diplomas increased from 13,895 in 1991- 
92 to 14,107 in 1992-93 - an increase of 212 graduates or 1.5%. At the same time, the 
number of DCPS graduates attending Florida's Public Community Colleges and 
Universities increased from 7,359 in 1991-92 to 7,595 in 1992-93 - an increase of 236 
graduates or 3.2%. Therefore, the Public Community Colleges and Universities in Florida 
gained ground in the recruitment of DCPS graduates in 1992-93, as the college-going 
rate among DCPS graduates increased from 53% in 1991-92 to 54% in 1992-93. 

The main questions to be examined in this report are: (i) how are Dade County Public 
School graduates performing over time? (ii) how do Dade County Public School 
graduates compare with their counterparts in the tri-county area? (iii) how do Dade 
County Public School graduates attending Miami-Dade Community College compare with 
those attending other Florida Community Colleges and Universities and (iv) are there 
any differences in the performance of Dade County Public School graduates by race and 
ethnicity? 

Table 1 provides data on die performance of DCPS graduates on the Basic Skills Tests 
taken in 1991 and 1992. The proportion of test-takers passing all three subjects 
decreased from 42.5% in 1991 to 39.4% in 1992, while the number of students not 
ready in all three subjects increased from 4,097 in 1991 to 4,488 in 1992 -- an increase 
of 391 students or 9.5%. 

The DCPS pass rate in Math stayed essentially the same: 57.8% in 1991 and 58.1% in 
1992. At the same time, the pass rates in Reading and Writing declined, while the 
number of students not ready increased. The pass rate in Reading declined from 63. 1% 
in 1991 to 57.6% in 1992, while the number of students not ready increased by 509. 
In Writing, the pass rate declined from 67.4% in 1991 to 62.8% in 1992, while the 
number of students not ready increased by 432. These increases in the number of DCPS 
graduates not ready for college imply increasing expenditures on remedial courses at the 
colleges and universities which they attend 
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1991 and 1992, graduates froZahn^l?^ ° f State of Florida - ^ both 
^^^C^^B^!^^^^ ^est pass rates 
Broward County recorded the highest nJs^atel V Iw J f )f ^ 8 raduat « from 
84.6%, respectively, in 1992). P WnSm * and Readin 8 C 86.0% and 

Florida. Inboth ty 199l 2dr4 2 tp^ ^ universities in 

attended M-DCC, 4% attended oS nS? V % ° f *" Students fro " DCPS 
public universities Of S atte^^ S™!^^ C ° UegeS and 20% ^nded 
the highest proportion went T^^^^^^^^ 
attending the pubhc universities went toFlnri^ w ) '- ^ e 4116 hlghest P ro Po«ion 
University of Florida (5.5%) In general th ™ ^^^^^ity (7.7%) and the 
public community colleges were Tower' SETS ^ StUdents attendin « the 

except for Florida A&M fuSEi* TOs S u^ /T^ 8 f 6 PubUc 
«»d«u»™ .trending better ^CPS 

wTg'nt^ attending M-DCC 

In 1992, the pass rates overall fnr nrSf ™> ^CCand other community colleges. 
M-DCC, 38.5o^ for those attendlg 

community colleges. Correspond, "pass rates for tiT e „»W ±0Se attending other 

ranged from approximately M%fofF1nrirfn, P ^ C ^ Versities CexceptPAMU) 
of South Florida, «^ teaSTSS ^^^ii^ty and the University 
57.1%. FIO " da State U ^ersity. The pass rate for FAMU was 

of courses required to compete onH ^ ^ 346 * objects. The number 
M-DCC range frTm one to Zl SrS2?" preparator y Math ' Writing, and Reading at 

underpreparec 1 FHC graduafes^m SfSST^Sf b VZZgfmSl 

™: s LTtbl d s ^ 

L»wiic ui nonaa oy race and ethnicity. In 1991 anH 1 ooo nmo . j , 
approximately 30% of th* RlaMr ™« u; y J m 211(1 1992, DCPS provided 

DCPS graduates gVnerX ™T™ !f ' ^ n ° n " Hispanic ' Hispanic, and Asi* * - 
State o? FfcSE aSJS ££ ^ ** cou »terparts in the rest of the 
generally lower among Bla^TSlJS ' ^ * sub i ects were 

Asian graduates. HlSpamC J**""". «d higher among White and 

^SSffita^^^ fr ° m DCPS 41111 68 - 7% of those 

DCPS and 67 6% o Z< ^SSrffiS 53<4% ° f J». ^ « raduat « 
of the Hispanic graduates frWDCM^H ^X^""!""* ta ^ Sub J ects : 36 -?% 
ready in all subScts and 24 2%ff I n , l 2% ? *"! fr ° m 1116 rest of *e State were 
from'the rest J^^^^^jg^T ta DCPS - d ^ose 



'Using the full cost of instruction from M-DCCs State Cost Analysis Report. 



Table 1 

Readiness for College Based on Entry-Level Placement Tests Taken in 
1991-92 and 1992-93 by Students Who Graduated from Public Schools in 
Broward, Dade, and Palm Beach County 



Public Schools 



Dade County 



Broward 
County 



Palm Beach 
County 



Number of FTIC Students 7,359 

Number Tested 7^21 
Change in Number Tested 

Mathematics 

Number Ready 4118 

Percent Ready* 57.8% 

Number Not Ready 3,003 
Change in Number Not Ready 

Writing 

Number Ready 4 797 

Percent Ready* 67.4% 

Number Not Ready 2,324 
Change in Number Not Ready 

Reading 

Number Ready 4 490 

Percent Ready* 63.1% 

Number Not Ready 2,631 
Change in Number Not Ready 

AH Subjects 

Number Ready 3 024 

Percent Ready* 42.5% 

Number Not Ready 4,097 
Change in Number Not Ready 



1991-92 1992-93 1991-92 1992-93 1991-92 19fl?.g5 



7,595 
7,406 
285 



4,304 
58.1% 
3,102 
99 



4,650 
62.8% 
2,756 
432 



4,266 
57.6% 
3,140 
509 



2,918 
39.4% 
4,488 
391 



3,539 
3,357 



2,437 
72.6% 
920 



2,946 
87.8% 
411 



2,920 
87.0% 
437 



2,224 
66.2% 
1,133 



3,447 
3,270 
(87) 



2,376 
72.7% 
894 
(26) 



2,811 
86.0% 
459 
48 



2,767 
84.6% 
503 
66 



2,097 
64.1S'i 
1,173 
40 



_ Rest of State 
"1991-92 1992-93 



1,917 2,132 23,088 22,580 
1.891 2,107 22,101 21,897 
216 (204) 



1.456 1,696 16,726 16,140 

77.0% 80.5% 75.7% 73.7% 

435 411 5.376 5.757 

(24) 381 



1,584 1,716 17,804 17,693 

83.8% 81.4% 80.6% 80.8% 

307 391 4,298 4,204 

84 (94) 



1,598 1,720 18,445 18,119 

84 5% 81.6% 83.5% 82.7% 

293 387 3.657 3.778 

94 121 



1,286 1,429 14,153 13,803 
68.0% 67.8% 64.0% 63.0% 
60S 678 7,949 8,094 
73 145 



•Refers to percent of test takers. 
Note: Some community colleges had incomplete entry-level test data. 
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